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Executive summary Executive summary 

MyParkScotland is a new fundraising initiative that will help people discover and 
support their local parks. Led by the social enterprise charity Greenspace Scotland, 
MyParkScotland is being pioneered in partnership with the City of Edinburgh and 
Glasgow City councils as an on-line and digital presence that will enable Friends of 
Parks and other community groups to secure funding for park projects, events and 
activities through on-line giving (donations, legacies, sponsorship etc) and 
crowdfunding. 
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Recommendations Recommendations 

1.1  It is recommended that the Committee: 

(i) notes the content of this report and  

(ii) supports the development and implementation of the MyParkScotland 
initiative. 

Background 

2.1 In 2014, the Heritage Lottery Fund released a report called ‘State of the UK’s 
Public Parks’. Based on national research, it noted that maintenance budgets for 
parks are in serious decline, capital is less available for sustaining or improving 
parks assets, and warned that unless future funding is generated in new ways, 
parks are at serious risk of rapid decline. 

2.2 The report also noted that communities are taking on a greater role in site 
management and care, notably through the rise of Parks Friends Groups. 

2.3 Both these trends are mirrored in Edinburgh. Revenue and capital budgets for 
parks management will be more restricted than in recent years, whilst the 
number of Parks Friends Groups now stands at 49, a grouping collectively 
represented by the recently formed Edinburgh Friends of Parks Forum. 

2.4 In response to the Heritage Lottery Fund report, an initiative called Rethinking 
Parks has been launched by NESTA (formerly National Endowment for Science, 
Technology and the Arts) and the Heritage Lottery Fund, to support the most 
innovative and promising new business models to enable our parks to thrive for 
the next century.  MyParkScotland is one of 11 UK ‘park trailblazers’ supported 
by this programme, and the only one in Scotland. 

MyParkScotland is led by the social enterprise charity Greenspace Scotland in 
partnership with the parks services within the City of Edinburgh and City of 
Glasgow councils. If successful in these two locations, it is intended to roll the 
initiative out across Scotland. 
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Main report 

3.1 Market research undertaken for MyParkScotland found that three-quarters of 
respondents liked the idea of being able to seek funding for a local park project 
and two-thirds liked the idea of being able to donate to local park projects. 

3.2 MyParkScotland is therefore an initiative that will help people discover and 
support their local parks. It is a brand that presents an on-line and digital 
presence for new ways of investment in public parks and green spaces, 
incorporating a website, Facebook page, and channelled social-media marketing 
support. Initially, it is aimed at directing investment in projects or initiatives 
promoted by Friends of Parks and other community groups through on-line 
giving (donations, legacies, sponsorship, etc) and crowdfunding. 

3.3 It is intended that MyParkScotland will complement, rather than replace, Council 
investment in parks and green spaces. It has the potential to give Friends 
groups, charities and communities a powerful tool to fundraise for those projects 
that the Council is unable to fund. It is expected that crowdfunding will be used 
to ‘top-up’ funds secured from more traditional grant sources. 

3.4 An additional advantage of fundraising through MyParkScotland is that donors 
will be able to use gift-aid to increase the value of their donation. These gift-aid 
contributions will be invested to develop sustainability and endowment funds for 
the City’s parks. Donors can also contribute directly to endowment funds for 
specific parks or an Edinburgh Parks endowment. Businesses will also be 
encouraged to support featured projects through this mechanism.  The potential 
for matching business contributions is currently being explored. 

3.5 The MyParkScotland website also provides a parks information hub. Every park 
in Edinburgh is featured with information about park facilities, activities and 
events, together with links to Edinburgh Outdoors and park/groups website and 
Facebook pages. 

3.6 MyParkScotland was launched over the Spring Bank holiday weekend (23-25 
May). This included a series of initial featured projects for crowdfunding.  

 

Measures of success 

4.1 Securing sustainable levels of resource for additional investment in Edinburgh’s 
public parks and other green spaces. 

 

  



Transport and Environment Committee 2 June 2015 

   

Page 4 

 

Financial impact 

5.1 There is no direct financial implication from this report. MyParkScotland is not 
intended to replace Council investment in parks and green space, but to 
complement this. 

 

Risk, policy, compliance and governance impact 

6.1  MyParkScotland has been established as an independent charitable company 
and the first trustees appointed. Greenspace Scotland has recruited a full-time 
Project Manager to support the project. 

6.2 In each participating city a local advisory panel is being developed to receive 
and review applications from projects to feature on the site. The panel is set up 
and constituted as an advisory sub-committee of the MyParkScotland board and 
may only make recommendations for the trustee’s approval. 

6.3 MyParkScotland articles state that local advisory panel members are 
geographically based and comprise of representatives of communities, local 
authorities, non-governmental organisations and business.    

6.4 Local advisory panel members identified for Edinburgh are: 

• Councillor Lesley Hinds (Convenor of Transport and Environment Committee 

• Jim Hunter (Acting Head of Environment) 

• John Kerr (Chair, Edinburgh Friends of Parks Forum) 

• Charlie Cumming (CEO, Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust) 

6.5 These panel members were selected to cover these interests based on a 
combination of their personal skills and representative positions. Appointments 
to the local advisory panels are made by the MyParkScotland board on the 
suggestion/recommendation of the relevant local authority liaison officer and 
MyParkScotland Project Manager. Changes to Panel Members would therefore 
need to be agreed by the MyParkScotland trustees and there would not 
necessarily be a straight substitution of a new post-holder. 

 

Equalities impact 

7.1 There is no relationship between the matters described in this report and the 
public sector general equality duty. There is no direct equalities impact arising 
from this report. 
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Sustainability impact 

8.1  The impacts of this report in relation to the three elements of the Climate 
Change (Scotland) Act 2009 Public Bodies Duties have been considered, and 
the outcomes are summarised below.  

• The update outlined in this report will have no impact on carbon emissions. 

• The update outlined in this report will increase the city’s resilience to climate 
change impacts because maintaining quality greenspaces will maximise the 
use of urban greenspace. 

• The update outlined in this report will help achieve a sustainable Edinburgh 
because maintaining investment in parks across the city will help to meet the 
diverse needs of people in existing and future communities and will promote 
personal wellbeing as a result of access to quality greenspace, ensuring a 
strong, healthy and just society. 

 

Consultation and engagement 

9.1  Community involvement has been a central part of the development of 
MyParkScotland.  Friends of Parks groups were involved in the development of 
the Rethinking Parks application, and featured in the video which accompanied 
the application.  Since funding was confirmed, groups have been involved 
through briefing sessions, workshops and fundraising training sessions.  
 

Background reading/external references 

State of UK Parks 2014 Report  

Rethinking Parks programme  

Details about the 11 projects on Nesta website 

MyParkScotland website (in development until launch) 

Greenspace Scotland (outline project information and results from the online survey) 

 

 

John Bury 
Acting Director for Services for Communities 

David Jamieson, Parks and Greenspace Manager 

E-mail: david.jamieson@edinburgh.gov.uk | Tel: 0131 529 7055 

http://www.hlf.org.uk/state-uk-public-parks
http://www.nesta.org.uk/project/rethinking-parks
http://www.nesta.org.uk/myparkscotland-greenspace-scotland
http://www.mypark.scot/
http://greenspacescotland.org.uk/myparkscotland.aspx
mailto:david.jamieson@edinburgh.gov.uk
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Links  
 

Coalition pledges N/A 
Council outcomes CO19 - Attractive Places and Well Maintained – Edinburgh 

Remains an attractive city through the development of high 
quality buildings and places and the delivery of high standards  

Single Outcome 
Agreement 

SO2 - Edinburgh’s citizens experience improved health and     
wellbeing, with reduced inequalities in health 
SO4 - Edinburgh’s communities are safer and have improved 
physical and social fabric 

Appendices Appendix 1 – MyParkScotland website screenshots 
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